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THE NEWSLETTER:



Best regards,
Joe Campbell 
PVPA, President

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will
never forget how you made them feel.” – Maya Angelou

Greetings PVPA,

Since our October 2023 newsletter, a lot of on and off court actions have occurred. WPV

Board held a strategic planning meeting in Los Angeles, California USA in November

2023. This meeting gave each department an opportunity to look at their strengths and

flaws in the past and plan for improvements from now till 2032. As a group, we addressed

the following topics: Vision Statement, Mission, Objectives, Core Values, Strategic

Priorities, and Strategies. We also received the surprise announcement from Barry

Couzner that he would retire 31 December 2023.

All 4 zones have held their Zonal Championships to determine who would receive a slot in

the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games.Here are the 8 teams that will compete in the Paris

Paralympics.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
JOE CAMPBELL -  PVPA PRESIDENT
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 WOMEN                                                                                 MEN

1. FRANCE (Host)                                                               1. FRANCE (Host)

2. BRAZIL (World Championships)                          2. IRAN (World Championships)

3. RWANDA (PVA Zonals)                                            3. EGYPT (PVA Zonals)

4. CHINA (PVAO Zonals)                                               4. KAZAKHSTAN (PVAO Zonals)

5. ITALY (PVE Zonals)                                                      5. BOSNIA/HERZEGONIZA (PVE)

6. USA (PVPA Zonals)                                                      6. BRAZIL (PVPA Zonals)

7. CANADA (World Cup)                                               7. GERMANY (World Cup)

8. SLOVENIA (Last Qualification)                             8. UKRAINE (Last Qualification)

Once again, 3 women’s teams from Pan America will be competing in these games, as well as Brazil’s men’s teams.

Congratulations to all, and all the best.

The women’s Super 6 will be held in Nancy, France, June 11-16, 2024. Here are the 6 teams that will compete in this

competition.

1. FRANCE 2. BRAZIL3. CANADA 4. CHINA 5. ITALY6. USA

I’m going to ask each PVPA member nation to please look at your calendars as we need competitions next year. Right now, no

country has submitted a BID to host an event. We need to look at all 3 disciplines – Sitting, Beach, Youth. Please reach out to

Cris Figueira to submit a BID application.

Curitiba, Brazil has graciously agreed to host the America’s Cup sitting volleyball tournament in November 2024. If you are

interested in participating, contract Cris Figueira (crisfigueira12@gmail.com). 

mailto:crisfigueira12@gmail.com


Welcome to the April Newsletter from ParaVolley PanAm!

As we gear up for the thrilling Paris 2024 Paralympic Games,

we are highlighting the incredible achievements of our team

with great pride.

With seven International Technical Officials (ITO) on the

roster for the games, we are more prepared than ever to

ensure that every moment is exceptionally conducted.

Moreover, with four teams qualified, ParaVolley PanAm is

ready to showcase the talent and determination of our

athletes to the world. We look forward to celebrating their

achievements and cheering them on as they compete on the

global stage.

Together, we continue to promote inclusivity and

sportsmanship across the Pan-American region. May April be a

month of intense preparation, camaraderie, and excitement as

we gear up for the greatness ahead.

Let's go, ParaVolley PanAm!

ROAD TO PARIS
PARIS 2024

EVENTS

P A R A L Y M P I C  G A M E S
F I N A L  Q U A L I F I E R

P A R A L Y M P I C  G A M E S

S U P E R  S I X
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EVENTS



SAVE THE DATE
UPCOMING EVENTS

PAGE 03

“DON’T BE AFRAID OF FAILURE. THIS IS THE
WAY TO SUCCEED.”

03-10 APRIL | WORLD PARAVOLLEY

PARALYMPIC GAMES FINAL QUALIFIES IN

DALI, CHINA

28 AUGUST - 8 SEPTEMBER 2024 |

PARALYMPIC GAMES IN PARIS, FRANCE

TBD | I AMERICA CUP, CURITIBA. BRAZIL

WORLD PARAVOLLEY EVENTS

--LEBRON JAMES 



It's not just the athletes who deserve the spotlight

BEHIND THE NET: MEET THE
INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL
OFFICIALS FOR PARIS 2024

SITTING VOLLEYBALL
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Behind the scenes, there's a group of unsung heroes
ensuring the sitting volleyball competition runs
smoothly and fairly – the International Technical
Officials (ITOs).

These dedicated professionals hail from all corners of
the globe, bringing with them a wealth of experience
from past Olympic and Paralympic Games. Their
expertise is finely tuned for the exhilarating world of
sitting volleyball.

With a deep love for the sport, these ITOs undertake a
range of crucial tasks, from ensuring rules are followed
to officiating matches with unwavering fairness. Their
meticulous attention to detail guarantees a level
playing field for all teams.

Beyond their official roles lie tales of perseverance and
commitment to excellence, with the Paralympic
Games standing as a pinnacle in their careers.

As the world tunes in to watch the Paralympic sitting
volleyball athletes, these ITOs will be working tirelessly
behind the scenes to ensure the game is played with
integrity and pride, showcasing the very best of sitting
volleyball.

"Paris 2024 is not just a showcase for our top athletes –
it's also a fantastic opportunity for our best ITOs from
around the world to contribute to the success of this
grand event. Our referees, observer referees, classifiers,
jury members, and communications team are all
crucial to making the Games a success," said Stephen
Giugni, World ParaVolley Sport Director.

In the coming months, stay tuned for features
highlighting the remarkable journeys and
contributions of these World ParaVolley ITOs. From
personal anecdotes to the profound impact of their
roles in the sport, these stories will shed light on the
individuals working tirelessly behind the scenes to
make the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games an
unforgettable spectacle.

Paris 2024 ITOs
Technical Delegate – Glenn Stewart (AUS)
Technical
Assistant Technical Delegate/Safeguarding
Officer – Lori Okimura (USA)
Head of Jury – Sven Ritter (GER)
Jury – Joseph Campbell (USA)
Jury – Wei Ping Tu (AUS)
Jury – Irene Chang (MAS)
Jury – Philip Allen (CAN)

Refereeing
Referee Delegate – Glynn Archibald (GBR)
Assistant Referee Delegate/Observer – Janko
Plesnik (SLO)
Referee Observer – Stephen Giugni (AUS)
Referee Observer – Sari Anneli Mannersuo
(FIN)
Referee Observer – Toomas Murulo (EST)
Referee – Amina Khaled Abdou Elsergany
(EGY)
Referee – Khalid Salem Shanishah (LBA)
Referee – Mahdi Navidino (IRI)
Referee – Ayan Rakhmetov (KAZ)
Referee – Yooyeon Jung (KOR)
Referee – Mirza Basic (BIH)
Referee – Philippe Dauchel (FRA)
Referee – Krisztina Eniko Arpas (HUN)
Referee – Benno Meijer (NED)
Referee – Slavisa Kuzmanovic (SRB)
Referee – Spela Plesnik (SLO)
Referee – Andre Ferreira Calado (BRA)
Referee – Marie-Claude Richer (CAN)
Referee – Neal Albert Konowalyk (CAN)
 
Medical and Classification
Medical Delegate – Louise Ashcroft (CAN)
Classification – Jenni Cole (AUS)
Classification – Dora Szatmari (GER)
 
Communications
Media Delegate – Anna Tomas (PHI)
Assistant Media Delegate – Kyle Principe (PHI)
WPV Photographer – Sinisa Kanizaj (CRO)

READ MORE: https://www.worldparavolley.org/behind-the-
net-meet-the-international-technical-officials-for-paris-2024-
sitting-volleyball/

https://www.worldparavolley.org/behind-the-net-meet-the-international-technical-officials-for-paris-2024-sitting-volleyball/
https://www.worldparavolley.org/behind-the-net-meet-the-international-technical-officials-for-paris-2024-sitting-volleyball/
https://www.worldparavolley.org/behind-the-net-meet-the-international-technical-officials-for-paris-2024-sitting-volleyball/


YEAR GAMES M/W RANKING

2008 Beijing Paralympic Games M 6º

2008 Beijing Paralympic Games W -

2012 London Paralympic Games M 5º

2012 London Paralympic Games W 5º

2016 Rio de Janeiro ParalympicGames M 4º

2016 Rio de Janeiro ParalympicGames W 3º

2021 Tokyo Paralympic Games M 4º

2021 Tokyo Paralympic Games W 3º

Brazil has stood out in the history of the Paralympic Games, in the last two editions it took its
country the Bronze medal for women and fourth place for men. In 2024, with the Paris Paralympic
Games approaching, the national teams are meeting every month for “Training Weeks” and are
using all available technology to help with this preparation, seeking the first men's medal and more
medals for the women's team.

See below the trajectory of Brazilian teams in Paralympic games

BRAZIL GETTING READY
A s  s e l e ç õ e s  s e  p r e p a r a m  c o m  a j u d a  d a  t e c n o l o g i a  p a r a  o s

j o g o s  d e  P a r i s  2 0 2 4 .
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One of the innovations that the teams had during week 3 (March) was the use of a monitoring
watch, this way the players will have continuous monitoring of their biological signs, such as
measuring heart rate, caloric expenditure, body energy, oximetry, breathing, rhythm of activities
during the day and quality of sleep, over the next 30 days. All this aimed at physical preparation for
Paris 2024.

Furthermore, the president of the CBVD, Ângelo Alves Neto, has been taking innovative measures
to guarantee the success of the Brazilian women's and men's teams in the competition. Among the
strategies is investment in neuroscience and nutrition professionals, aiming to offer players
complete and personalized support according to their needs.



In December 2023, the Sitting Volleyball Argentine women's pre-selection began its work
process. 
The base of the team is made up of the young women who represented Argentina in the
Bogotá 2023 Youth Pan American Para - postponed due to COVID 19 several times - Ana Belén
Bertello, Province of Córdoba; Belén Furlani, Córdoba; Constanza Korch, BA and Milagros
Suárez, Chaco. They were joined by higher category players: Marcela Picco, Córdoba; Marisa
Lupardo, BA; Rocío Sandoval, Chaco; Sarah Colque, BA and the legendary Lorena, La Flaca
González.

Lorena was one of the best central hitters that the Argentine national volleyball teamhad
between the late 90s and 2000 until a tumor in her right leg forced her to leave the courts up
to the point of contemplating the possibility of losing.her leg. In 2017 she joined the
management of Paravolleyball Argentina, but at that time the possibility of forming a women's
team to represent the country was far away.

The team is led by Marcelo Benavidez, coach in Argentine Volleyball and with experience and
seasons in Europe. Melisa Angles, from the province of Santa Fé, accompanies him in Physical
Preparation.

The work has begun and we hope to have the possibility of measuring ourselves internationally
this year.

Meanwhile the team trains. It meets monthly, and in each location with its team to continue
participating in the National League.

ARGENTINA WOMEN'S
A  n e w  t e a m  i s  b e g i n n i n g .
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MEN

 Canada (CAN)
 China (CHN)
 Croatia (CRO)
 Iraq (IRQ)
 Japan (JPN)
 Poland (POL)
 Ukraine (UKR)
 United States (USA)

2024 WPV SITTING VOLLEYBALL FINAL
QUALIFIERS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

L a s t  q u a l i f i e r
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WOMEN

 Germany (GER)
 Iran (IRI)
 Japan (JPN)
 Slovenia (SLO)
 Thailand (THA)
 Ukraine (UKR)

The Exciting Race to Paris 2024: A Journey of
Determination

From April 3rd to 11th, teams from around the world
competed fiercely for the last spots in the upcoming Paris
2024 Paralympic Games. In the beautiful city of Dali, China,
the final qualifying event unfolded, bringing together
athletes with dreams of representing their countries on the
world stage.

In the men's competition, Canada and the United States
faced off, with Canada showing how much they've
improved over the years by securing the fourth spot.
Meanwhile, the United States went head-to-head with
Ukraine, but Ukraine came out on top, earning their place
in Paris 2024.

The women's matches were just as exciting, with athletes
from different backgrounds showing incredible dedication
and teamwork.

As we look forward to the Paris 2024 Paralympics, let's
celebrate the hard work and determination of these
athletes. Their journey reminds us that with passion and
perseverance, anything is possible. And when the games
begin, we'll cheer them on as they inspire us all with their
courage and spirit.



PVPA COACHES EXPECTATIONS FOR
P A R I S  2 0 2 4 PAGE 09

Nicole Ban (CAN Women) “After securing our spot at the World Cup in Egypt,
Team Canada Women’s Sitting Volleyball is extremely proud to be qualified for
the Paris 2024 Paralympics. We are currently training both regionally and as a
team at training camps to continue to improve our individual skills and team
systems. We know that every team in Paris will have earned their spot and will be
a tough competitor, so we look forward to competing on the world’s biggest
stage with plans of improving our Tokyo 2020 results.”

Guedes (BRA Men) We're preparing very well with some international
experiences and training camps so that the team can win its first-ever
Paralympic medal. This will be my third Paralympic Games and we're
working hard to win this medal together with the men.
I think Paris will be very different from previous editions, in Rio 2016 we
played at home with the full support of the fans, in Tokyo the empty arenas
made the matches very sad and in 2024 we'll be able to feel all that public
energy again, only in another country

Fernando Guimaraes (BRA Women) In my opinion, it will be the most
competitive Paralympics, with at least six teams fighting for a place on the
podium. 
Expectations are high. We are trying to build a new team that can face the best
teams in the world on equal terms. We need to be mentally strong to withstand
the pressure and show our best volley. I’m very confident in what the team can
do. Let’s try to do our best and see what it brings us!

Bill Hamiter (USA Women) USA is looking forward to playing at the Paris
Paralympics. It will be wonderful to have fans in the stands again with all the
excitement and support they bring. The Paris Games are looking like it will be
a strong and very competitive Games for Sitting Volleyball. We are excited to
be a part of that competition!

Three PVPA teams are classified, and they are going to compete in the Paris 2024 Paralympics Games.
Our coaches left us a message about the expectations of these post-pandemic Paralympic games. Let‘s
follow our teams and support the zone Panamericana.



ROADROAD
TO PARISTO PARIS

SPECIAL

EDITION

EXCITED

NEW STORY OF
FANTASTIC SITTING
VOLLEYBALL SAGA



3 years AGO

Hey Phryge! How's it

going? Are you ready for

next Paralympic Games?

Let’s see how the Sitting

Volleyball classification

journey is going? 

I’m so excited!!!

I can’t wait to know all the

teams that will be coming

to meet me!

Road to Paris 2024Road to Paris 2024Road to Paris 2024



As the host country,
the men’s and

women’s teams of
France have already
secured their quota

spots.

The world championship

finals guarantee the first

spots for the Paris 2024
games. I'm so excited.



The first pages of the Paris2024book were filled at the WorldChampionships in 2022.Women's Brazil and men's Iranwon the gold medal and theclassification to Paris 2024.

In the month of May 2023 in
Canada, two more spots were
filled, by the champions of the
PVPA Zonal Championship.
Brazil for men and USA for

women.



In July, 2023,Kazakhstan (M) have
qualified as the highest placed non-

qualified team.

and China (W) have
qualified as winners of the

2023 ParaVolley Asian Zonal
Championships in Astana,

Kazakhstan.

China and Canada advanced to the gold medal
match of the 2023 World ParaVolley Sitting

Volleyball World Cup in the Women's 
With this, Canada guaranteed your spot in
Paris 2024, as China was already classified

during the Asian Zonal Championship.

For men’s side Germany guaranteed the spot
during the World Cup in Cairo, Egypt.



Bosnia and Herzegovina
men’s and Italy women’s
book Paralympic spots

through European Zonals

February 2024 two more spots
were filled, by the champions of

the ParaVolley Africa Sitting
Volleyball Championships. Egypt

for men and Rwanda for
women.



Paris we are
ready to go

MEN’SMEN’S

WOMEN’SWOMEN’S

During the 2024 WPV
FINAL PARALYMPICS
QUALIFIER in China,

Dali.

Ukraine men’s and Slovenia
women’s secured the last
spot for Paris 2024, and
thus, we concluded theclassification stage. 



Hey there! Did you know that safeguarding in sports is super important to ensure that
athletes can have fun and compete in a safe environment? It involves taking measures to
protect athletes from harm, such as preventing abuse, promoting positive behaviors, and
providing support when needed.

Creating a safe environment is a big part of safeguarding in sports. This means making
sure that coaches, officials, and volunteers who work with athletes are trained and
qualified, and that there are rules and procedures in place to keep everyone safe. It also
involves promoting a culture of respect and inclusion, and educating athletes on how to
build healthy relationships and stay safe.

It's also really important to be on the lookout for signs of abuse or neglect, like bullying,
harassment, or exploitation. If an athlete experiences any of these things, they should feel
comfortable talking to a trusted adult or organization for help. Support like counseling,
medical care, or legal assistance can also be really helpful for athletes who have
experienced harm.

In short, safeguarding in sports is all about making sure that athletes can play and
compete in a safe and enjoyable environment. By taking steps to prevent harm,
promoting positive behaviors, and providing support when needed, we can help ensure
that everyone can participate and have fun!

SAFEGUARDING:
I T ’ S  E V E R Y O N E ’ S  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
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World ParaVolley prioritizes the safeguarding
of all athletes, coaches, technical officials and
volunteers involved in participating in its
activities. The WPV Board established the
Safeguarding Integrity Commission to oversee
the implementation of an organisation-wide
safeguarding policy and program system. At
WPV international tournaments a
Safeguarding Officer is identified to facilitate
reporting, and help provide additional support
and guidance.

At the Zonal competitions, the Asst. Technical
Delegate (TD) will serve as the Safeguard
Officer.

https://www.worldparavolley.org/safeguarding-resources/

https://www.worldparavolley.org/safeguarding-resources/


NEWS ABOUT PVPA
D u r i n g  t h e s e  m o n t h s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g !

The PVPA would like to inform all members that an official
communication channel has been created for the PVPA
member nations. This group on WhatsApp aims to centralize
the information we receive, and is intended to be
disseminated on our social media. Remember that we will
not be sharing any action not sent to this channel. To include
members from your countries who have the right and
knowledge to share information, please email your name and
phone number to:
redesvanessa@gmail.com

PVPA COMMUNICATION OFFICIAL CHANNEL

The image and reputation of the sport of ParaVolley is best characterized
by the quality and organizational efficiency of PVPA’s tournaments. In
order to provide interested host nations with an opportunity to develop
the sport, a bidding process has been introduced.
 
The bidding process is a key first step in determining if an organizer has
the capacity and resources to stage an event, thereby helping to eliminate
any unnecessary costs. Moreover, the procedure ensures a level of fairness
by guaranteeing all interested parties have access to the same level of
information – including the rules, regulations and expected standards of
the international federation – at the time of bidding.

The procedures are in place to assist any potential organizer to prepare its
BID and understand its obligations towards PVPA. In this way PVPA seeks
to provide consistency in the way its tournaments are organized and
presented, leading to a greater level of success for the organizers.

We would like to create a culture of having our zonal competitions
confirmed one year in advance. We know that this would benefit all teams
in creating a budget to enhance financial planning.

For further information and application forms to host and organize, please
check out our website in "To be a Host" or contact:
 
Sport Director:  Cristiana Figueira –    crisfigueira12@gmail.com
President:           Joe Campbell        –    panamerica@worldparavolley.org

HOW TO HOST
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mailto:redesvanessa@gmail.com
mailto:crisfigueira12@gmail.com


PVPA

PVPA Nations,

I want to give to you some very important information that is
crucial in hosting a Regional, National or International
competition. This information should be submitted for both
indoor sitting and beach standing volleyball.

In order for PVPA to maintain a current and correct History of
events, and for the IPC/APC to track the activities in all 4
zones globally, we need for you to send a post-competition
result to the PVPA Sport Director (Cristiana Figueira). This
information is provided from World ParaVolley to the
International Paralympic Committee every 4 years when we
must apply for Sitting Volleyball to participate in each
Paralympic Games.

Thank you for your cooperation in submitting your
competition results. The following information should be
included in your results.

Name of competition
Dates of competition
Name of the location (city, state/province, country)
Name of each team competing
Final results of all teams competing

PVPA INFORMATION REQUIRED
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PVPA ZONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
W h y  i s  i t  s o  i m p o r t a n t  ?

As you know, the IPC requires all sports to apply for participation in the
Paralympic Games. That time has come for Los Angeles 2028, and we have
approved only Sitting Volleyball.

It's essential that each country try to develop the sport, and more than that,
it is critical that tournaments are documented and submitted to PVPA.
With these reports, we can show that our Zone is working hard for the
development and growth of our sport.

Hosting an international event is another critical point. I know that isn’t easy,
but we need to try for the sport’s good. PVPA can go through the checklist
and handbook together so we can adjust the demands. Don't be afraid to
talk to us. We are on the same side, with the same goal.

You can find all the required documents at www.paravolleypanam.com. 
If you have any doubts or questions in how to complete the documents,
please contact Cristiana Figueira at crisfigueira12@gmail.com.

ZONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
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CLICK TO BE REDIRECTED TO THE WEBSITE ----->
HTTPS://PARAVOLLEYPANAM.COM/RESOURCES/

http://www.paravolleypanam.com/
mailto:crisfigueira12@gmail.com
https://paravolleypanam.com/resources/


Today we have six Member Nations, and we would like to expand to reach
the entire Americas. Our mission is to take all disciplines of ParaVolley to all
corners of our continent, because besides being a sport, it is a form of
inclusion.

World ParaVolley Membership is open to a nation’s:
National Paralympic Committee (NPC) 
NPC-approved National Volleyball Federation
NPC-approved National Sports Federation for Disabled

All Members must accept the World ParaVolley Constitution and Rules and
Regulations, and must pay the membership fee. By paying the fee and
signing the Membership Form the Member accepts the World ParaVolley
Constitution, the Rules and Regulations of World ParaVolley, the World
ParaVolley Classification Code, Medical Code and Anti-Doping Code, and all
other member obligations, financial and otherwise. There can be only one
recognised body per nation.

Membership fees are calculated every two years, and paid each year.   The
membership year is the calendar year (January 1 – December 31).

If you want to become a member please visit our website and you can find a
link to "Become a Member" - http://paravolleypanam.com/

MEMBERSHIP
C h e c k  a l l  o u r  M e m b e r  N a t i o n s

H o w  t o  b e c o m e  a  M e m b e r  o f  W o r l d  P a r a V o l l e y
/ P a n  A m e r i c a
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PVPA BOARD
M e e t  o u r  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  

W h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  W h a t ?

PAGE 19

Joe Campbell - President - 
General and Technical subjects

panamerica@worldparavolley.org

Laura Cometto- Vice President - 
General subjects

panamericazonevicepresident@gmail.com

Cristiana Figueira - Sport Director/ Technical Officer-
Competitions and Technical 

crisfigueira12@gmail.com

Gigi Prieto - General Manager- 
General subjects

pvpageneralmanager@gmail.com

Saro Keresteciyan - Medical Commissioner-
Classification and Medical 

skereste@yahoo.com

Lazaro Beltran - Coaches Commissioner-
Coaches and Athletes

lazaro.beltran@gmail.com

Genitunney Reyes - Development Director -
Development of the sport

genitunney@gmail.com

Vanessa Redes - Communications Commissioner - 
Communications and Social Media

redesvanessa@gmail.com
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Nicky Nieves - Athletes Representative- 
Athletes

n.nieves1989@gmail.com

Carlomagno Sáenz López - Beach Commissioner- 
Beach ParaVolley

carlo1566@yahoo.com

Olga Lucia Melo Trujillo - Anti-Doping Commisioner- 
Anti-Doping

olguitamelo@yahoo.com

Neal Konowalyk  - Referee Commissioner- 
Referee subjects / Rules of the Game

nkonowalyk@hotmail.com

mailto:nkonowalyk@hotmail.com


THIS IS PARAVOLLEY

PARAVOLLEY PAN AMERICA

www.paravolleypanam.com



https://instagram.com/paravolleypanam

http://www.paravolleypanam.com.br

http://www.facebook.com/worldparavolleypanam

PVPA website


